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woulcl expect to find traces of the Mongol dialects
among most if not all American tribes, no matter* how,
far their ancestors might have wandered. Then there
is the fact that if all American tribes are descendants
of northern Asiatic migrants* the original migration
must have taken place countless ages ago. Besides,
it would require an enormous lapse of time for a
handful of wanderers to multiply and spread from
the Arctic Circle to Cape Horn and from ocean to
ocean and gradually to develop the diversity of tribes,
dialects, customs <and religions which have existed for
centuries among the aborigines of America. Yet the
sponsors of this theory would have us believe that
the theoretical migration took place at a time when
the Mongol migrants were well along in arts, crafts
and other attainments. If we accept this, then how
can we account for the fact that the crudest of crude
implements are found in graves in southern Chile,
thousands of miles from Bering Strait? Finally, we
have the fact that previous to the arrival of Columbus
no domestic quadrupeds or birds of the Old World,
and no cultivated plants of Europe or Asia, were
known to the Indians, and that no domesticated ani-
mals and no cultivated plants peculiar to America
were known in Asia or Europe.
There are almost as many and very similar argu-
ments for and against the Greenland, the Atlantis,
the west African or the southern European origin of
American races, and, in lesser degree perhaps, the
same holds true of the theory that man migrated to
America from Oceania or from some long-vanished
Pacific archipelago*
IE the latter case, however, the arguments and